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Saiire’s my weapon; but I'm tov discreet, 

Jo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet : 

T only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Zareves, supsrcargoes, sharpers, and directors. —Pope « 


CONTINUED PROGRESS OF REFORM. 
ay 


TRIUMPH OF THE ELECTORS OF PETERSFIELD, OVER 
** INKY CHAINS, AND PARCHMENT BONDS.” 

The Borough-despotism has been so rudely assailed, 
that, although the cztadel remains unshaken, it is some 
satisfaction to perceive that some of its bastions are giv- 
ing way. When the dust begins to fly, the experienced 
engineer is aware that he has effected an important im- 
pression upon the wall. He has then loosened the tex- 
ture of the resisting materials, and prepared the way for 
their ulterior dissolution. There is no more materiat 
strength, which will not sink before continual persever- 
ing efforts for its subjugation. {t is a mathematical cer- 
tainty, that he who should scratch a wall with a pin, 
might ultimately pierce it through. The continual drop- 
ping of the rain, will wear away the hardest marble; and 
the constant rippling of the minutest stream, will forma 
bed inthe most durable rock. A gigantic fissure in the 
rock which bounds the Isle of Wight, called Shanklin 
Chine, has been worn by a little dribbling rivulet which 
is almost imperceptible, as it winds away through the 
abyss which it has created for its efficacious although un- 
ambitious course. Taught thus by nature the value of 
perseverance, and the alinost certain success of unremit- 


ted efforts, we are, in reason, bound—to shape our de- 
Von. VEL. No. 5. 





3 
= 





146 THE RLACK DWARF. 


termination accordingly ; and, dismayed by no difficul- 

ties, unsubdued by* any discouragements, neither tee 
much elatal by good omens, nor at all affected by bad 
ones, stead ily—to pursue our objects through evil report, 
or good report, to the end of our lives, if life should not 
prove sufficient for the work we have in hand. Even 
the prospect of death, in the progress of our toil, should 
form no impediment to our exertions. If we are not des- 

tined to reach the land of promise, let us conduct our pos- 
terity as near to it as possible. If we are to die in the 
wilderness, it will be great consolation that we have 
passed a portion of its repelling aspect, and left our 
friends the fewer difficulties to encounter. Eyery step 
forward is gain ; and even to defend what we have gain- 
ed, is advantage :—“Not to go back, is something to 

“ advance :”—but to move onward is our imperious duty ; 
towards the fanes of freedom in which alone happiness 
and virtue can be worshipped in spirit and in truth. 

In some instances, indeed in most eases, the citadel of 
corruption cannot be attacked at once, Its outworks are 
so numerous, its lines of circumyallation are so extensive, 
and its scouts so vigilant, that an attempt to carry the 
whole fortress by sudden storm, is much more likely to 
fail, than to succeed ; except under very extraordinary 
circumstances, which fortune sometimes kindly oflers for 
the emancipation of the human race. It is not our busi- 
ness to wait until a prime minister should become a con- 
vert to the doctrines which would deprive him of all power 
of doing mischief. This can never happen, until we havea 
premier, who may xever wish todo mischief to the nation, 
by an undue preference of his own interests tothe common 
weal. Nor would it be politic, to suspend our endea- 
vours to procure a restoration of public rights, until a 
monarch might be enthusiastic enough to hazard the pe- 


nalty of death, which Earl Encomb, alias Lord Eldon, 


alias John Scott, ventured to denounce as his hope of 
the fate of the monarch, who should dare to hazard the 
reformation of the Howse of Commons, by “ consenting 
“to act with any representation constituted otherwise 
** than it was,” at the memorable trial of that excellent 
citizen, Thomas Hardy. It would be equally impolitic 
to forego all our personal exertions, until a House of 
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Lords should be filled with advocates of reform ; or until 
those who affect to advocate that cause, should agree 
upon what species of reform, or what extent of freedom, 
ft would be convenient to allow the Public. Nor, with 
all possible respect, for all the wisdom which the House 
ef Cemmens has ever exhibited, are we disposed to abate 
aur exertions one idta, in deference te any hope that it 
will render them unnecessary, by any voluntary correc- 
tion of the abuses, which “like the fat weeds that rot én 
*S Lethe’s wharf,” have crept into that repository, we had 
almost said that sepulchre of public rights—but, as we 
believe freedom to be immortal—that she will start from 
her trance whenever invoked by her real votaries—we 
will consider it asa shrine, in which only slumber the 
goddess of cur devotion, enthralied in the toils, and spell- 
bound in the hands of our borough-enchaaters. Oh! for 
some friendly Genius, some favored child of heaven, en- 
dowed with a benignant power to counteract these earthly 
magi! And theugh many duchkless aaghts, among whose 
numbers we may ceunt ourselves, have in vain essayed 
to break the charm; and in the attempt to dissolve the 
spell have been conjured inte a similar predicament, the 
fortunate and gallant knight may yet appear, whe is des- 
tined to accomplish this desirable consummation, and 
restoring the guardian genius of the realm to her wonted 
honors, and her accustomed powers! we will not despair 
of seeing her rise as from the tomb, and dluminating the 
Jand of eur ancestors with her accustomed radiance. 
The electors of Peterstield have been fortunate enough 
to succeed in their endeavour to emancipate themselves. 
The lapse of ages, and the indifference of their ancestors 
to the invaluable rights in their possession, had reduced 
the borough into the lamentable condition of the boroughs 
in Scotland, and such places in England as Old Sarum, 
(Gatton, Appleby, and various other boroughs, in which 
the right of representation is conferred, only that it may 
be usurped by the patrons ; and thereby reduce the most 
important discovery in the service of governmeni, 
namely representation, into the means of personal ad- 
vantage, and private interest ;—or prosbitute its name to 
the ends of venality and corruption. Mr. Jolliffe was 
the borough-holder of this place, in virtue of some pro- 
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perty, Which gave bin the eootrol of the actions of tore 
individuals, who were nomiually in possession of the 
elective franchise. In faet, the rieht of —— 
had been fraudfully and 1 despatically torn from the inlia- 
bitants, and attacked to his estates. por purchaser of 
the property would have become, the purchaser of the 
right of the Inhabitants of Peterst field is be represented 
in the legislature! Just as the purchaser ef a Russian 
estate, would buy the sen and cattle who were used as 
the live stock in the tillage of the soil, The berough- 
holder of Petersiield aight sedZ the representation of 
he inhabitants to the wer iest } fuol,or the greatest villain 
i existence :-—Wwhetler lo a minister of ste ite, Who might 
want the vole of a member to rob them of them property , 
nd assist him ia piilaging the nation:—or to a man who 
matt wish to mend his bankrupt fortunes, by selling 
himself to be the tool of any mau who was rich enough 
to buy his services. Whether the inhabitants should be 
represented, or misrepresented, betrayed or served, 
insulted, or respected, depe spt not upon themselves—— 
bat nie the plenst ‘e of the borough-holder, whe- 
ther good, bad, wise or foolish; whether a Socrates, 
or an idiot; whether a man of Ross, or a devil incar- 
nate. This slate of matters COULD NOT have 
been contemplated by those who first laid) the foun- 
dation of the exercise of the right of representation } 
This COULD NOT have been the condition in which 
the borough was originally placed. The thing is impos- 
sible. Our ances store were not such fools, as to have 
borne with such a knavish propusal; and when they 
were first requested to send representatives to parlia- 
ment, had the writ ordained that the squére should have 
acted as the boroughholder has since acted, our un- 
outh and unpolished progenitors might have been in- 
clined to throw the squire and his authorily into some 
convenient fish-pond, to represent them, at his leisure, at 
the bottom. We need not insist on tie gross mockery of 
reason, nor on the shouts of overwhel: ming laughter with 
which the proposai of a proprietor of a place like Old 
Sarum, to find two representatives in parlament, would 
have been reccived by az assembly of legislators! The 
obvious knayery of intention, or stupidity of mind, would 
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have been so apparent, as to insure the laughing down, 
or the kicking out of the author of such a proposal! Sir 
Mark Wood’s claim for Gatton, and every other man’s 
claim to usurp directly, or indirectly, the rights of others, 
would have been similarly treated ; and a vigorous at- 
tack upon such unjust and illegal exercises of usurped 
authority. if preferred before any tribunal anxious even 
to preserve appearances, must succeed, as the attack of 
Petersfield upon the usurped power of Mr. Jolliffe has 
rucceeded, 

We are aware, that it was a Whig borough ; and that 
ministerial members of the ilouse of Commons would 
not feel quite so much interested in the protection of 
Mr. Jollife’s reght to send two members to vote against 
them, as they would in defence of two votes on their 
own side of the house. Bui they must have some res~- 
pect, they «ius? pay some deference to the common 
sense of inankind; and if they are forced to pronounce 
vorreclly in matters in which their apparent interest is 
not directly implicated, we may hope to compel them 
to be consistent in some cases where it is. We care not 
what motives iuduce them to act honestly. We are satis- 
lied, if they will act honestly from any impulse :—and 
though we think tie electors of Petersfield would not 
have succecded so easily in defeating a ministerial patron, 
and escaping out of the Lands of a ministerial proprietor, 
we are vol the less disposed to rejoice that they have 
triumphed; nor the less anxious to recommend similar 
exertions to all who are similarly situated. Let tlie 
inhabitants of Appleby make a vigorous attack upon the 
pig-styes, in favour of the “ swinish multitude!”  [t is 
not the straw on which the swine lie, nor the rude 
materials wiieh shelter them from the weather, nor even 
the troughs out of which they eat, or the filth in which 
they are compelled to wallow, that form the swine! 
Not even Mr. Justice Bailey, with all. his historical re- 
searen can find any precedent for conferring legislative 
powers on mere aatfcr-—-on sticks, and stones, straw 
sheds, ov iist-huilt walls. Jt is a species of absurdity 
equally coutemptible, and more dangerous than the 
pagan worship of such ridiculous deities! 

fo Wage & warfare succe.cfally with cerrupticn, it is 
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requisite, besides perseverance, to have the ability, and the 
means of conducting the war with the ercatest advan- 
tage. One of the methods by which corruptions are the 
most successfully defended, is the contrivance to make 
every attempt at reducing them, enormously expensive. 
jt is imagined that no one, having only a personas in- 
terest in ‘their removal, will go beyond the mere pecu- 
mary value of that personal interest, m an attempt te 
remove them. Having ne feelings for the general good 
implanted in their own nature, those whe fatten on the pub- 
lic spoil, calculate but little upon the patriotic feelings of 
others. They consider it a mere question of profit and loss: 
and having contrived to render the Jatter certain to those 
who interfere with state abuses, they imagine themselves 
secure. And, im general, they calculate too accurately 
upon the selfishness, and unsocial feelings of our nature. 
By setting up wealth, as the deity, instead of honor, and 
substituting pomp for happiness, rulers have corrupted 
the feclings, from which they had the most to apprehend ; 
and where they cannot corrupt, they are prompt to 
punish. Ifatiacked, their first specitie defence, is an 
attempt to influence their opponents by the means which 
influence themselves. So much advantage, say they, 
consoles for so much saerifice of Justice. 1% is only rais- 
ing the price to the demand, sey they, to be perfectly 
secure. Whea this fails, as to the honor ef our kind, it 
will sometimes fail, there is the dungeon ready ,-—and if 
it should not tame "the individual, it serves to intimidate 
others, and thus helps to consolidate the abuses, by their 
amalgamation with the fears of the people. Any de- 
cided resistance to oppression is called treasen/ one of 
fess importance is sedition! Complaint is /ibel, and even 
lamentation a misdemeanour !—white the ery of Jaco- 
bin! Jacobin! Jacohin? assailall whe do net wear thei: 
opiniens exactly in the ministerial saushion! 

Peiersfield was fortunate in finding an individual, whe 
was impelled by a sense of public duty, to disregard the 
labour and expence entailed upon him by enteripe into a 
contest, Which in these days is considered as AQuixetic 
Undismay ed, however, hy the obstacles: in his way, he 
pursued his course, and has finally suecceded. Ut has. 
heen decided, that the “ cavky chains, and rotion pare b 


Semen 
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< meni bonds,” by which Mr. Jollifle, and Ins predecee. 
sors have hitherto enthralled the interests of the borough. 

are not legally binding upon them ; and that the host of 
miserable tools and dupes, who have hitherto passed mys- 
ter as the exclusive electors of Petersfield, must now be 
content to fall into the ordinary ranks, and rest satisfied 
with sharing the rights they had usurped. That_is, if 
the second decision ef the House of sale be worth 
more than the first; for some insolent individuals had 
the audacity to plead guilty to the offence. of usurping 
powers to which they had ne legal title; and, thea to 
repeat the offence, in spite of its ‘condemnation. Should 
this be again altempted:—should the charters of the bo- 
rough, and the laws of the land be again despised—and 
itis not probable that the expiring hoagihie of berough- 
despotism will yield up its breath without a lingiii — 
we trust it will be most relentlessly pursued, and forced 
io relinquish its accursed and baneful grasp upon the 
public interests. 

It is curious to perceive ihe ditlerence of the punish- 
ments inflicted upon those who attempt to reform, and 
those who attempt to defend, abuses, or who continue 
corrupt practices. If we are not mistaken, Mr. Justice 
Best, one of the four judges who condemned three indi- 
viduals to lengthened imprisonments for asserting that 
Birmingham ought to be represented in parliament, not 
only sat himself nomina ily forthe Borough of Petersfield, 
butactually as the nominee of Mr. Jolliffe, by virtue of his 
usurped powers and in defiance of the rights of those 
who should have been the electors! Mr. Justice Best 
was then a lawyer, on the road to the bench he now 
occupies ; and this was the path he deliberately chose, as 
the dest, if not the zearesé way, to that honorable and 
dignified situation! Thus qualitied to judge of mock- 
represent: alives, by this species of sham-representation, 
instead of being called to any account for his participa- 
tion in the ysurpation of popular rights, he is promoted. 
io the bench, to send others to prison for acts neither 
more irregular, nor half so illegal, as those which the 
House of Commons has twice declared to be contrary to 
law, as it is evident to all men, they are contrary to rea- 
SOD, and tv justice! An altempt to obiain a recognition 
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of the principles of the constitution, that taxation without 
representation is tyranny—and that ev ery man has a 
right to be present in the legislature, either by himself, or 
his representation—has cost the most consistent and in- 
dependent, and virtuous man perhaps in the country, an 
absolute fine of a hundred pounds, besides an indirect 
fine, in the shape of expences of five hundred pounds 
more :—and four other individuals their liberty, besides 
the expence and inconveniences of ihe loss of business, 
and interruption of family arrangements ; and this by the 
agency, in part, of a Judge who has occupied a seat in 
the legislature, not only in defiance of these consliiuti- 
onal principles, but in defiance of the law, as laid down 
by a committee of the House of C ‘commons! Such are the 
incongruities of modern legislation and modern jurispru- 
dence! 

The consequences of the emancipation of Petersfield, 
we should hope, would be a general attacx upon all the 
close boroughs. It may be depended on, that most of 
the proprictors have no more claim, or right, than Mr. 
Jolliffe himself possessed at Petersfield. It is impossible 
they should have more ; for no legislature COULD have 
cranted the powers which they claim : no such lyranny 
could ever have been contemplated, as that of wre sting the: 
power of thezrany into the hands of a ferc, for the benefit 
of one or two. The powers of the feudal chieftain, which our 
half-reasoners are congratulating the age that it has abo- 
iished, were nothing to the powers of a borougimonger- 
ing lord of the manor !—nothing i in magnitude of mis- 
chief—nething in point of direct, or indirect i injury, to the 
human species. Nay, even that worst species af feudal 
monsters, the !rench lord of a chateau, before the revo- 
lution, was as little opposed to the liberties, and happi- 
ness, of the people, as an i: boroughmonyer, traf- 
ticking in ihe representation of the stale. And to con- 
tend that such mischievous powers can exist by any law, 
and be deduced from any authority, is to contend that 
we are a race of maniacs, derived from successive gene- 

rations of madmen. Let us call upon these borough- 
holders, as the electors of Petersfield have done, to shew 
their author ity for their usurpations! Let us endeavour 
fo get a giehit of their credentials :—and ascertain upon 
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what grounds they despise the constitution, the abuses 
of which they dare to contend are entitled to owr admira- 
tion, and the envy of the world! Let us force their 
parchment votes into the face of day, and see whether 
they will have the impudence to palm them upon us as 
true men! One good struggle, and these ‘ inky chains, 
** these rotten parchmer t bonds, ” will fall in pieces. Let 
us have the charter of Old Sarum produced, and not. the 
custom. Let us see why it was requested to send re- 
presentatives to the [louse of Commons, and compare the 
original intention, with the modern praetice. If it be 
contended, that the ministers will disfranchise, or eman- 
cipate none but ope sition boroughs, let us force the 
ninistry to avow this! He who “establishes a negative 
in science, does a great deal of good, though not so much 
as he who suc cessfully conducts an experiment to its ex- 
pected result. Tt will be a point gained, to set the fact 
fuliy before the public, that the part of ihe borough. fac- 
tion in league with the ministry is secure from any pub- 
hie attempt avrainst its abuses. When the Yeomanry 
were emptoyed to declare, at Manchester, that reform 
would be resisted at the point of the sw ord, the declara- 
tion called up millions of reformers, in ev ery part of the 
country, lo declare that 1'f SHOULD NOT ; and the parties 
shrunk from the barbarous attitude they had assumed, 
into their native meanness of malevolent plotting against 
what they had hoped ia vain to deluge in blood. A se- 
cond attack upon a popular meeting would bave convul- 
sed the nation to a degree beyend all hopes of screening 
its authors from the consequences of their guilt. To the 
prudence and forbearance of Mr. Hunt, and the directors 
of the meeting, was it owing that the ISth of August, 
(Si, was not mourned in blood throughout the empire. 
if, however, only (he Whig borou, ats are assailable, 
let them be assailed. Let them be ~hiberated from the 
control cf an interested patron, and great good will be 
effected. A body of read advocates of public 1 ‘ights, will 
dv much good in the House of Commons. The shackles 
of parly removed, aud men left at liberty to exert them- 
selves, wilh sufficient motives for exertion, and twenty or 
thirty free and able members will make a formidable 
host. We do nut understand the lancnage that nothing: 
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can be done, even by one ivan in the House of Com-~ 
mons, constituted as it now is. Look at the exertions of 
Mr. Hume. See what manifold abuses he has dragged 
into light. Is it said, that he has done nothing, because 
he was so badly supported by those who ought to have 
been at his side ?—and that he was constantly outvoted, 

by the majority of interested placemen, and pensioners ? 
Those who reason in this manner, are little aware of the 
motives that governa ministry. Although Mr. Hume lost 
all his mot ions, he has been theauthor of all the disposition 
to economise which has since heen professed. His inde- 

fatigable labours were attempted to be parried by an- 
nounced concessions. His unwearied pertinacity forced 
the attention of the ministry to endeavour to counteract 
the eflect they were certain of producing in the public 
mind. To Mr. Hume the farmers owe the repeal of the 
Agricultural Horse Tax. Had not his industry rendered 
some concession necessary, no concession would have 
been made. What he has done, he may be said to have 
done almost alone. A small band, it is true, remained 
to witness, and applaud his endeavours in the house ; 
but the assistance he had a right to expect was withheld. 

Mr. Tierney, who on questions of finance used to be par- 
ticularly brilliant, never spoke a word in aid of the object 
of retrenchment. The old whigs were accustomed to drop 
out as the discussions began ; that they might not be 
supposed to countenance, even by their presence, the ex- 
ertions they were riot disposed to emulate. Would Mr. 
Tierney have dared to have done this, with any regard 
for his seat, if that seat had been derived from the peo- 
ple? Not he, indeed! Instead of leaving Mr. Hume ta 
ficht almest alone, he would have been in the front of the 
battle. But Mr. Tierney knows the dord of whom he 
holds his right to walk in and out of the house, would not 
be disposed to resent any neglect of duty, and he does 
anything, or nothing, as his convenience prompts him! 
To get rid of such members would be a national gain of 
no small value. An opposition, like the present, is any 
thine but an advantage. When there is a party batile 
to be fought, it can muster its speeches, and its numbers, 
and make an ellort— for disel/f? But with matters which 
ONLY concern the nation—which ondy relate to the waste 
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of the publie money—which only affect the people—and 
which do not directly tend to open the door to office, 
with these matters it has no business; and its members 
xo to dinner, or wherever else their avocations may call 
them, with all the indiflerence in the world! If we are 
correctly informed, the occupations of the leading whig 
members when Mr. Canning so dexterously got rid of 
Mr. Lambton’s motion for reform, would make the public 
laugh heartily, if they were laid before it. Again we 
say, we want not such men as these for legislators ; and 
it would serye the cause and interests of the whigs most 
materially, if all their means of sneaking into the legis- 
lature were taken from them; if they were compelled as 
honest men to seek their way into Parliament by open 
appeals to the people, and to defend their seats by per- 
forming their duty. They never can be enabled to pu- 
yify the House from corruption, while their own fingers 
and feet are daubed with its mire. Their boroughs never 
did the whigs any good: They never got into power, 
without being forced upon the monarch by the voice of 
ihe people ; and when that voice was no Jonger in their 
favor, their boroughs never prevented their dismissal for 
a single hour. Without them, they would always be as 
formidable as with them ; and without them, they would 
be infinitely less suspected, and more zealously supported 
by the public. When the Duke of Bedford admitted 
that Tavistock needed a reform, how noble would it have 
been to have added, ‘1 have made it free: I have libe- 
** rated the electors from all control. I have torn asunder 
““ the parchment bonds. I have restored into their hands 
“* that érasé with which reason, and justice invested them, 
“ for their own, and for the public good. JI have for- 
** bidden the agents of my house to seare the fearful, or 
‘* to force the obstinate into a surrender of their rights as 
“men. I have driven the money-changers from the 
‘“ temple of representation. | have dismissed the Esaus, 
** who sold their birth-right for a mess of pottage :—and 
** deft the will and the judgment free to think—the body 
** free to act, as reason dictates.” How much nobler 
this, than to admit the necessity of reform! A yeung 
member of this house, the Marquis of Tavistock, has 
announced his intention of abandoning his legislative 
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career. This is wrong. A brave and honest man should 
vever desert his post. That the ship is in danger, is nu 
reason for taking to the boat. The business Is to run to 
the pumps, throw the rubbish overboard, and endeavour 
to stop the leaks. The dat is ne security in such cases ; 
ant if it were, it would be cowardice to Jump initio it, 
while the lives and fortunes of ofbers demanded our 
exertions. The Marquis said he would) not) speu’ ano- 
Uber shill: st to procure lis return, and ja Aus he was 
actin ted by correct feeling, Let tim frht the batlles 
of the people, as he secias disposed to de, and he need 
nol spend a fartitag: bat thea, it must be tie battles of 
the whole peopie—nol ot an tuterestod port Ion, Whieo 
would e THEN themselves what Lhey refuse to others. Dues 
if moi ifs Lim to see the fortunate descendant af a Scotch 
Pediar, ride paramount upon the prostrate feelings of the 
ancient aristocracy ef the readin , Does the bloud of 
the Russells run cold to see a heartless adventurer leap 
Into tae saddle of the state, and woad the people to des- 


i 

4 
‘ 
‘ 
7 


t 
truction. Well at may ! 1 Well may ‘hese matters make 


a deep impression, on a voung heart, and on impas- 
sioned fechas. Bat Jet the “ane remember, (iat rt 


Is the system of which the people cotaplain whiel has oc- 
easioned this mortifying HECOENGAUICY fia! the publhe 


voice been consiited, thou ei dk mie At have taised one 
as low, to rank still higher, it would nevor have ratsed 
anything se —-— into importance. Vi nen the public are 
entrusted with decisions, it dematds tulent and mtegrity 
as indispensable qu alifications for ofti 35 and it would 
prefer them united with rank, and high birth. This is a 
prejudice Which the age has net abandoned, Bul the 
present system cares for neither, ARavA it can aeke 
as fast as it pleases. The smiles of a king can enable 
any gourd grown up in the preceding maht, ke that of 
Jonah, to take ‘aaa of all the stately = s of the 
forest. A word, and aquack doctor becomes a hueght! 
Another,—and a shoot trom behind a mortar ae pestle 
becomes a ford! A third—and Robert Stuart, alias 
Lor! Castlercah, alias the Marquis of Londonderry, 
marches nrst al the coronation of his King--in such 
erandeur of Gross, and ridiculous afeetation of the ma- 
restic strut, as micht mrtuee a careless observer to be- 
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lieve that it was King €astlereagh’s coronation, mstead 
of the coronation of his Master! “The public hav e nothing 
to Co with such mortitications of the aristocracy. Even 
the last mention d ge: tlemaa would have received no 
patent of nobility at the hands of the public, nor would 
the people have conferred upon him the staff of office. Tt 
is because the people are degraded, that all are de- 
graded :—and the public rights must be restored before 
the degradation can be removed. 

These reflections are not so particularly addressed to 
the inhabitants of Petersfield, as to the people at large ; 
but there area few remarks, of a more local nature, 
which it becomes necessary to make. The electors of 
this borough have now become really possessed of a most 
sacred and most important right :—which it behoves 
them to use as much for the good of the country, as for 
their own benelit. The eves of the public are particularly 
directed towards the Use which they will make of their 
newly acquired freedom. They are really free. The 
toils and meshes that the corruptionsof ages have woven 
about other open boroughs, are not yet prepared for 
them. There will be no possible excuse for them, if they 
do not exercise their recovered rights, in a truly inde- 
pendent manner. It is possible that the fate of the realm 
is placed in their hands. At all events, a great degree 
of its most important interests are vested in them, if they 
have courage, and honesty enough to look boldly at the 
novel situation in which they are placed, and correctly 
at the duties imposed upon them, by the recovery of the 
elective franchise. They have now the power of placing 
among the representatives of the people, two indivi- 
duals:—and upon the choice of those individuals must 
depend all the value of the franchise to themselves, and 
io the nation a large. In other boroughs, constituted as 
they now are, there is no hope of any “patriotism. The 
electors are educated in venality, and nursed in corrup- 
tion. Their votes are only deemed valuable, because 
they will sell for a few miscrable pounds, and excuse an 
equivalent proportion of debauchery, drunkenness, and 
excess of every description. If there are amongst them, 
some who vould devote the elective franchise to its pro- 
per use, they are se far outnumbered, that their virtue is 
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rendered useless. Ages of successive usurpations have 

rendered them, in other cases, the mere tools of the 
leading influencer of the b: roush, allthe factitious interests 
which artifice has invented, and credulity consented to 
be bound by, have been employ ed tosupercede the exer- 
cise of the judyment, and mislead the reason. Threats, 
blandishments, and bribery are alternately had recourse 
to, to influence and to intimidate. Fromall these frauds, 
and terrors, the freeholders of Peterstield are now free. 
These shackles do not exist to bias them from the rule of 
right. They can be honest, if thoy will. They have the 
5 in their own hands, and they are responsible for 
ithe inclination to which they suller it to bend. 

The business of a representative is two-fold :—that 
duty which he owes to the local interests of his consti- 
tuents, and that which he owes to the nation at large. 
To look at the m«jority of representatives, one might ‘be 
led to imagine that the former duty was the only one in 
the contemplation of electors; and even for that duty, 
there appears to be little judement shewn in the selection. 
The House of Commons exhibits a paucity of talent, 
which would surprise us in so large a body of ventlemen 
selected indiscriminately from the collective nation :— 
and when we consider that its most conspicuous orna- 
ments have made the requisite qualifications their trade 
for so many years, our astonishment will be increased 
that they ‘should not be better workmen. Brilliant 
talents are as rare in that assembly as the bird of Para- 
dise. A lambent flash of excellence will sometimes 
gleam along the walls of St. Stephens, like a meteor for 
un age, and, departing, leaves the scene in total dark- 
ness ; OF with faint scintillations of light, such very occa- 
sional sparks, as only torender the veneral darkness more 
visible, and more deplorable. How many are there who 
cannot speak ; and who conscious of taeir deficiency, 
never venture to use the organs of speech in any greater 
effort, than Aear! hear! order! order! It is very true 
that it is unnecessary, as it would be impossible for 
every man to speak on every subject. But though a 
representative might never have occasion to open his Tips, 
surely it is requisite that he should have the power, lest 
the occasion should find him incompetent to his duty. 
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Phus of judgment also. The judgment of a n>. sla 
leagues mivht chance at times to be correct ; dis 

be deficient in judgment, how is he to perceiv id 
they may go wrong, from inierested motives ! Da 
the House of Commons of about fifty members, | 
may be called managing members, and what a me 
choly chasm wouidl be left behind . It would require 
spiration to fill up the mighty void! Yet are the repi 
sentatives equal to those they represent. A ministeri: 
member can metamorphose the children and dependent: 
into Excise and Custom-house oflicers, as well as’ if he 
possessed all the eloquence of Mr. Pitt himself. And 
though his vote is not quite so valuable, as if it came 
attended with ability, yet it counts on the division, and is 
therefore of some use to himself. 

If, however, ministerial members may accomplish the 
ends of their being, without ability, an opposition mem- 
ber, WITHOUT THE POWER OF OPPOSING, 18 a “monstro- 
sity of the most ridiculous nature. The vote of an oppo- 
sition member is of no utility whatever. The ministry 
are not to be outvoted. A seat in the House of Com- 
mons, held in opposition to the ministry, derives all its 
value from the effect to be preduced out of doors, by 
what is uttered within. A silent opponent is no oppo- 
nent at all. The majority is secure; and the mere votes 
of the minority are disregarded. Whatever may be the 
value of the men, as members of the opposilion they are 
of no value. An opposition of fifty able, zealous,’ and 
eloquent men, might at any time check the progress’ of 
an administration, by exerting their privileges as mem- 
bers. It is clear, that what ought to be opposed, ought 
to be opposed effectually. It is mockery of: resistance, 
to talk of comp/iisanee :—and when we see men pledg- 
ing their judgments, and their reputations, to the inex- 

iency, Or injustice of measures, upon which they will 
not even divide the Aouse, what are we to think of their 
sincerity? It is usually held that the opposition are 
weak ; but it is not in xwmders that it is weak. It is 
more than sufficiently strong for its purpose, if it were 
competent to its duty. Electors should remember that 
it is not voters, but combattants, that are required ; and 
surely it is a most miserable ambition in men to sue for 
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situations which they cannot fill with either splendour 
or utility. But if the individaals will aspire to places 
where they must be counted as cyphers, it is not 
the business of those who are to suffer from negli- 
gence, or incapacity, to ‘humour such absurdities. In 
the present system of representation, perhaps the wisest 
mode would be to elect one represeniative, with a view 
to the local interests of the electors ; and a second, with 
a view to the duties owed by representatives and elec- 
tors to the nation of which thev forma part. The inha- 
bitants of Petersfield have, in the first instance, a debt of 
gratitude to discharge, towards the individual fo whose 
pecuniary sacrifices, and personal exertions, they owe 
the rights which they will now be called upon to exer- 
cise. The opposition to usurpation he has already mant- 
fested, and the steady perseverance by which he has laid 
it prostrate at the feet of those over whom it has so long 
tyrannized, confer upon Mr. Atcheson paramount claims 
to the honour of representing those whom he has freed 
from the shackles of borough-despotism. To find out a 
colleague worthy of Mr. A., is not less the duty, than it 
will be the pride of the electors. 


——— 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


a 


A Letter to the King, on the abuses of his anthority, by his 
agents, as exemplified in the Hchester enquiry by Mr. Hunt, io an 
early number. 

A Letter tothe Reformers of Birmingham, in reply to some af- 
fected censures of their election of Sir C. Wolseley, in our next 
number. if possible. 


The defeat of the first prosecution of the Mock Constitutional 
Association will be noticed in our next. 

‘“* Merry Andrew” received, as also the Newcastle communica” 
tions, 

The Reformers of Bolton consecrated the dav appointed for the 
Coronation, by a dinner, to which Messrs. Johnson, Bamford, 
Healey, Bageuley, and Drummond were invited. The Union 
Rooms were “crowded ; ; Mr. Wolstenholm was called to the Chair. 
Among the speakers were Mr. Saxton, Mr. Evans, Sen. Mr. Thoroby, 
Mr. Johnson, Mr. Healey, &c. &c. 

Received Coronation Ode, and Banished Peinter to his trade. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
eee ~ 


Siem the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Fellow Bonze at Japan. 


COR@NATION PRODIGIES ! 


Tam afraid, my respected friend, thou wilt imagine 1 
have much under-rated the gi and spectacle, called the. 
Coronation, which hes recently filled all the heads of 
these sagacious people. What! thou mayest say, was 
there nothing grand, nothing imposing, nothing magni- 
ficent? Did the whole ceremony amount to nothing 
more than dropping a magnificent bauble upon a man’s 
head, which he was “glad to put off again as soon as pos- 
sible, lest the weight should injure his pericranium! Oh! 
yes, my friend, there was something else. I have lying 
before me, a statement of exploits beyang paralle!—in 
the aunals of eating and drinking! In these respects, 
at least, there must have been some truly great per- 
sonages present. ‘Thou wilt hardly comprehend, so [ | 
will not ask thee to believe how much provisigns fell be- 
fore the rapacious loyalty of the courtiers, There were 
about three hundred persons sat down to dinner ; and I 
have been enabled to inform thee precisely the ‘prepa- 
vations that were made for their gormandizing powers, 
Which are contained in the following bill of fare:— 


Ain Account of the Banquet, at the Coronation of 
ea the Fourth. — 


HOT DISHES COLD DISHES. 


160 Turcens of soup, Vid. $0 dishes Braised Ham. 
80 Do. of Turtle. 30 Savory Pies. 
40 Do. of Rice. 30 Dishes dashed geese, 2 in each- 
40 Do. of Vermicelli. 30 Dishes savory Cakes, 
160 Dishes of Fish. 80 Turbot. 30 Pieces of Braised Beef. 
40 Salmon. 30 Dishes of do. Capons, 2ia earch. 
40 Trout. 1,200 Side dishes—various sorts. 
£60 Hot juoints--80 dishes venison. $20 Dishes of mounted pastry, 
40 roast Beef. 820 Do. of small pastry. 
3 Barons do. 4,200 Do. of Jelly and Creams, 
40 Motton&Veal. 160 Do. of shell fish. 
Vou. VILNo. 5. 


hestee, 
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day. 
greater Uke other men are the Archbishops, and Bishops, 
Dukes, Earls, Marquisses, Viscounts, Barons, and ‘right 
honorable gentlemen : Locking at the total, 
find, at a pound weight for each indiv real, that 


7:442 lbs. of Beef, would have dined. » 4,442 Persons. 


prt ttl 
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| ‘HOT DISHES. 
160 dishes of vegetables viz. Po- 30 Do. of Lobster. 

tatoes, Peas, § Cauliflowers. 30 Do. of Cray fish. 
480 Sauce Boats. 246 Lobster. 
20 Butter. 


12° Mint Sauce. 


WINE. 


100 Doz. Champagne. 


Burgundy. 
Claret be 

Hock. 

Manilla. 
Madeira. 

Sherry and Port. 


100 Gallons of Rum Punch. 

100 Barrels, Ale and Beer. 

40,900 Koives and Forks. 
612 Pair of Carvers. 


‘ 


. 
ve 





mf 
" 





COLD DISHES. 


¥.600 Cold ruast Fowls. ' 
30 Dishes of co34 house Lamb: 


lbs. TOTAL. 
7442 Beef. 
7t33 Veab. 

26,474 Mutton. 


20 Qrs. Rouse Limb. 


2) Legs de. 
5 Saddles Lamb. 


55 Qrs. Grass Lamb. 

















130 Lamb Sweetbreade- 


380 Cows Heels. 
400 Calves Feet. 
250 tbs. Suet. 
160 Geese. 
120 Pullets. 
520 Fowls. 
1720 Ibs. Bacon. 
550 — Lard. 
912, — Butter. 
84 Hutdred Eggs, 


Let us now see how srany people of ordinary quality, 
this quantity of provisions would have entertained for the 


We shall then be able to ascertain how muel 


7,133 Ibs. of Veal é : - 4,853 
26,474 Ibs, of Mutton. , . 26,474 
20 Quarters House Lamb, at 6 Ibs. each. 320 
20 Legs Do. atAlb. each. 80 

5 Saddles of Lamb, at 8 lbs. each ie 4 40 

55 Quarters of Grass Lamb, at 6 ths. eaeh 330 
1506 Lamb Sweetbreads, at £ 1b. each : a 
380 Cow Heels, at $ Ib. each . ‘ 190 
400 Calve’s Feet, at'¢ Ib. each ‘: ‘ 100 
160 Geese, allowing one to two persons. , 320 
720 Pullets ‘ . 720 
520 Fowls . . ‘ 520 
1720 Ibs. of Bacon 1,740 





Total, exclusive of vegetables, bulter, suet, ’ = 
5,226 
Sread, lard, evgs, &e. &. 45,2 


we shal! 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
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Here we have ample provision for an army of forty- 
five thousand men, provided for the accommodation of 
“not more than five hundred, taking into the account, all 
the attendants, and retainers, who might expect a dinner 
on the occasion; for it must not be i:nagined that the 
soldiery and attendants out of doors were entitled to any 
portion of this splendid entertainment; since it was ex- 
pressly ordered, if the newspapers are to be credited, 
that the soldiers were ordered to bring their dread and 
cheese in their pockets, lest they should be starved in 
the midst of this profusion! If we divide 45,000 by 
500, we shall discover that to supply the wants of a 
yreat man, a quantity sufficient for nznety ordinary men 
is required! Thus he who produces nothing will want 
ninety people to produce what he devours, or wastes :— 
a principle which very satisfactorily proves that only, a 
few are born to eat, while the immense majority are 
born to labour. A nation of great men, in. this way, 
would soon begin to eat one another. The little folks 
must amount to a greal majorily, or how could the great 
ones hope to exist. In this calculation, I have allowed 
a full meal, to ordinary folks; but in the mode.in which 
ordinary folks, ordinarily exist, half the allowance would 
be deemed luxurious, and, then we shail have five hun- 
dred eating, or wasting, What ninety thousand would 
find amply sufficient for the wants of nature; or one 
great man eating the food of one hundred and eighty 
.Jittle ones! This is rare sport for the five hundred. 
It must be peculiarly pleasant for a great man to be able 
to do this; but the little ones, if they are not well 
schooled in the doctrine of a “‘ complete prostration of 
“the will, and the understanding,” may be apt to think 
the time wasted which is devoted to the production of 
so much food, to so very little advantage. 
With respect to the drinking it is not quite in an equal 


t 
‘proportion. 
100 dozen of Champagne, at a bottle between two, = Persons. 
would serve ‘ . ‘ ‘ é 2,400 
20 dozen Burgundy ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 480 
200 dozen Claret r : , , . 4,800 
50 dozen Hock : ; , j 1,200 





Catry forward , ; 8,880 
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Brought forward ‘ ; ; S490 

50 dozen Mauiila ; ; ‘ ' 1.200 

: 50 dozen Madeira ‘ ‘ 1.200 
, 350 dozen of Sherry and Port . ‘ , 8,400 
100 gallons of Rum Punch : ; : 400 
| 100 barrels of Ale and Beer ‘ . . 12,000 
Total . , » $2,080 


e have here only 32,080 persons provided with a 
silicoane of liquor. One great man is content with 
drinking only as much as would satisfy serty-four little 
ones; which would be thought extremely moderate, by 
any rationaé person. And yet the little folks who have 
to pay tor all these matters, and who ought to think the 
payment a creat gratification, keep g crumbliny at the 
trouble they have to find the money. "They should re- 
member they have nothing else to ‘do. All the rest of 
the trouble ‘is taken off their hands. It would be hard, 
if they had to eat us well as to pay ; but since they are 
not obliged to mumble a crust, or to pick a bone, they 
ought to be satisfied. The pride of keeping such fine 
folks ought to be considered, ‘They cannot be kept for 
nothing ; “and the more they cost, the more valuable they 
are, in spite of all the Jacobins in the world. I have now 
done with the coronation; and the nation seems also 
tired of its detacls ; though not with the same reason, 
as the London creat folks ; for at Birmingham there 
were only nine oxen roasted, and the candidates for por- 
tions of the beef micht ainount totwenty thousand, which 
would afford thein about a quarter of a pound | apiece, 
exclusive of the bones, provided there were no foul play 
in the distribution. Should a coronation occur at Japan, 
J shall have enabled thee to acquit thyself in grand style, 
as master of the eccremonies. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BL AC K DWARE. 


—— eee ower 


ETIQUETTE. 









The Editor of the Ffuddl Packet, having dedicated a 
column and a quarter professedly for * the amusement 
‘of the Buack Dwarr andall ovner reqular traders 
“an Blasphemy and Nedition.” 1 cannot so far forget 
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the courtesy due to a simpleton, who does his best to 
amuse, as to pass if over in silence. It is an ordinary 

custom with those who have no better means of amuse- 
ment within their power, to amuse by what. is called em-~ 
hellishing, in genteel society ; but what in plain English 
is direct lying. The love of novelty probably gave rise 
to this propensity ; but as the inv entive faculty of fooks is 
very limited, they are oflen driven to borrow any in- 
vention of the more fertile of the species. Thus Mr. S- 
copies the falsehood of Sir John, and many other wise- 
acres, that the constitutional association is perfectly legal ; 
not havine foreseen that a London Grand Jury would 
ever find a true bill against it for obtaining money and. 
goods under false pr etences! Yet in this predicament 
now slands Lawyer Mur ray! S—- Sharp! one Clarke, 
the new substitute for swearing Orton, Sewell, the long— 
fee-bill Knight of Malta, Rothwell, the patron of Sharpe, 
and others! So that the regular dealers in sedition and 
blasphemy, instead of “ standing aghast,’ may burst 
their sides with laughter, as these fellows walk into the 
dock at the Old Bailey, and are directed to 

: hold up theie band 
By twelve freehelders to be scann’d ! 

They were never very terrible to any of the sedition 
traders ; being much more like the devils of a magic 
lanthorn, than trie fiends—something of the grotesque 
always hanging about the proceedings « of your very loyal 
defenders of the cause by which they eat, and drink? 
They are indeed ‘ poor devils,” notwithstanding their 
subscription list; and the prosecutions which these res- 
pectable fellows have instituted will not be much for- 
warded by fier own trials, which must precede those 
Which they have instituted. The Grand Juries of Lon- 
dlon are neither composed of such slaves, or such fools, as 
some Grand Jurics we could mention ; and the liberty 
of the London Press will be secured, 1 in spite of hordes of 
* rich ruffians,” and the convenience of packed juries. 
But what vases Mr. Sidney attack the Whig opposition 
im sueli a violent manner! Does he wish to be sent to 
prison, that he may get some portioa of credit for his suf- 
fering, since his talents can obtain none for him. The 
[editor of the Iuxaminer, is now imprisoned for twelve 
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months in Cold Bath-fields, one of the worst prisonsin the — 
empire, for asserting there were public criminals in 
the House of Commons—but Mr. Sidney, secure in his. 
insignificance, We suppose, or else chartered as a partizan” 
to serve his cause by any abuse, talks of the “ reptiles” 
in the senate—says the House of Commons is “ polluted 
“ by desperate incendiaries, universal suffrage men, and 
‘¢ the popular advocates of . ‘all the’ blackguards in our 
“country!”. Not content with this, the opposition lords, 
on the divorce clause, exhibited “ an outrageous viola- 
“(aon of every pr inciple of morality, every vestige of 
“decency.” This is language applied, safely, by & 
minion to ninety-eight of the most respectable, and an- 
cient members of the aristocracy!—and_ this foul- 
mouthed railer, this open fabricator of falsehood, pro- 
ceeds to speak ‘of “ the entire course of political vil- 
** fainy and apostacy,” of the same portion of the House 


of Lords:—and to crown all the Constitutional Associa-- 
tion, Murray, Sharpe, Sewell, and such things of “ low 


* degree, ” arecalled upon to brand with infamy,” this 


band of Nobles! Afellow capable of such indiscriminate,and 


unfounded abuse, would have no defence, ifaccused,but this, 


‘* Beseech ye, my lord, the Judge, and Gentlemen of the © 
«Jury, Iam an ass—a very ass—an impudent ass, I 


_ must confess, to my great ‘shame—but yet only an 
‘ ass, my lord—~in verit y, gentlemen, a genuine ass.” 
if the counsel for the opposite side, should quote the 


following precious piece of egotism from the same para-_ 
craph—* Deeply versed in the historical, and legisla- 


‘** f2ve transactions of every state, in ancient and 20- 
“ dern times,” &c. Mr. Sidney might truly say, if he 


wrote this—“ Does it not prove that I am an ase? . 
“ Would any but an egotistic ass have made such an 
“ assertion, had it been true? And would any buta 


‘‘ silly ass, have supposed it possible that so gross a 
“ falsehood could have obtained credit even with an 


“other ass?” He goes on to recommend the horde,’ 
which has had a true bill found acainst it for obtaining 


money and goods under false pretences to rally roynd 
the Sovereign! Why not propose a body-guard of 
pickpockets, with Bill Soames, as colonel! But the best | 
of the jest is, that this aitack upon the Whig aristocracy 


ese 
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and: gentry, is in reply to the observations of the Brack 
ware !—when in good truth, the Black Dwarf was 
sraking himself merry with the lynx-eyes, and the vo- 
racious tiger appetite, which Mr. Sidney’s proxy de- 
clared Mr. Sidney wes in. possession of! It is difficult 
to conceive how tue subjects, could be united. It is, 
however, fortunate the Black Dwarf is cut of ‘Mr. Sid- 

ney’s reach; and that Mr. S. has been content to take 
his vengeance, on the Whigs; for he says—“ if the 
“‘ Jittle monster was uot suffering the penalty of guilt'in 
‘fa goal. we would have been personally severe, and 
“¢ given him that chastisement his ignorance and inso- 
“ lence so richly merit at our hands!” Good gracious! 
{as the children say) what can be coming! Will Mr. 

Sydney buy a, halfpenny thunder-bolt and. send it by 

the pest! Or will he employ his lynx eyes to scare the 
little monster to death? Of his voracious tiger-like 
appetite, there would be some fear, but that the custody 
of the sheriff is security against being eaten alive, he 
being responsible for the safe-keeping, unless death 
should supercede the parties. As to, personal severity, 
the little monster can have no great apprehension, after 
the abuse of the Whigs. Mr. S. cannot have a drop of 
venom in his fangs, after so copious a discharge. He 
must wait till it colleets again, before’ he can utter a 
vituperation. As to zgnorance, the little monster con- 
fesses he is not, “ deeply versed in the historical and 
* legislative transactions cf every state, ancient and, 
“ modern:” like Mr. Sidney; and he is sadly afraid he 
shall be deemed as insolent as ever, when he awows that 
he is insolent enough to believe, and to call this boast 
of Mr. S. to be astretching of the long bow beyond 
the powers of the lying Bavom Munchausen himself. For 
monstrosity, our step-mother Nature must be blamed: 

dut surely, “ @ cat,” with “ lynx eyes,” and “ the vora- 
*¢ cious appetite ofa tiger,” is not the most proper per- 
son in the world, to talk about monsters! And yet,this 

multiple type of Mr. S. has been given by his friends. 

Speaking of his absence from Hull, it was said, or sung— 

| ‘ When the cat's away, | | 

The mice will play.”. 


And play they will, notwithstanding all the lynx eyes, 


* 
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and tiger-appetites in the world. Mr. S. will not think 
118 personal, of his person we know nothing , but frona 
the figurative language in which it has been spoken of. 
ft may be as beautiful as that of Lord Palmerston or as 
ugly as ourown. And in private life Mr. 8. may be 
pious and good, as an anchorite ; but for a politician !— 
Well, matters cannot be helped ; but, after all, bad poli- 
tician as he is, be ought not to have been personally ill- 
treated, by the sunislannd Hull. 


TO SIR JOHN BAYLEY, KNIGHT, ONE OF HIS MA- 
JESTY’S JUSTICES OF THE COURT OF KINQG’S 
BENCH. 





Lutter fV. 
24th July, 1821. 

My Logp, 

The subject proposed in the close of my second 
letter must now be postponed toa future day. Al present, the 
eae of the King against Dolby must have the precedence, 
having immediate connection with my arguments on JURIES. 

By 3 a report in the Tames newspaper, it appears that on the 
ath of this instant, the Court of King’s Bench was moved by 
Mr. Searlett, for a rule to shew cause, why the SPE ‘CIAT, 
JURY struck in the case of Rex v. Dolby, should not be set 
aside, anda fresh Jury struck, in obedience to the Act of the 
4th Geo. If, which forbids the return of the same persons on 
Juries in Middlesea more than once in three terms; from which 
motion it was aturally to be supposed, that some of the per- 
sons on Mr. Dolby’s SPECIAL JURY had within that time 
been illegally summoned, and nominated to serve thereon ; and 
this I have since been informed was the fact. 

Ld. Chief Justice. —“ For wiiom do you move ?” 

Mr. S.—“ For the defendant, my lord.” 

Ld. Chief Justice.—The Act, I apprehend, is passed merely 
“ for the protection of Jurymen, in order that they may. not be 
“ too frequently called upon.” 

What have we here ?— Why this vigilance, this extraordinary 
promptness, defeating the remedial operation of a statute, in- 
tended to protect persons from a serious danger of oppression ? 
wud only favouring possible instruments of that oppression in 
the eharacter of corrupt Jurors, who, if the rule were granted, 
could not possibly be aggrieved? If a statute in the wording 
have defects which tend to counteract the declared intention of 
those who made it, shall wrong words Le caught at, to defeat 
right intention? Presuming that such a preference of the let- 


— 
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fer that killeth, to the spirit which giveth life, would, on a new 
motion, prove to us that the objection was a mere hasty over- 
sight on the part of his lordship, as well ax onthe part of the 
Court in its concurrence therein, we mav naturally hope, that if 
Mr. Dolby shall have his motion renewed, it will yet be suc- 
cessful. 

The said Act of the 4th of Geo. IL, after reciting that, by a 
prior statute of the preceding year, it had been enacted, that 
no persons shall be returned as Jurors to setve on trials in 
Yorkshire, within four years; in some other counties, within, 
fwo years; in others again, within one year after having so 
served; proceeds to say, “ And whereas by reason of the fre-. 
‘quent Sessions of Nisi prius in the Court of Ning’s Bench, 
“&ec., the said provision cannot be pat in execution in the 
“county of Middlesex, but is found to be impracticable ; Be it 
* therefore enacted —that from and after the tirst day of May, 
17931, the said recited clause or any part thereof shall not ex. 
** tend or be construed to extend to the said county of Middle- 
“sex, LU, Provided always and de it enacted —-that no person 
“shall be returned to serve as a Juror at any Session of Nisi 
*' prius in the county of Middlesex, who has been returned to 
‘* serve asa Juror at anysuch Session of Nisi prius in the said 
“county, in the two terms or vacations next immediately pre- 
“ceding, under such penalty, &c. as might have been io- 
“ flicted upon them or any of them, for any offence against the 
** said recited clause.” 

Now, my Lord, be pleased to observe, that this statute was 
“An Act to explain and amend an Act of the preceding year 
‘* for the better regulation of Juries ;’—the preamble of which 
runs thus: —‘ Whereas many EVIL PRACTICES have been 
“used in. CORRUPTING JURORS,”’-— © and many NEG- 
‘“ LECTS and ABUSES kave happened in making up the lists 
“ of freeholders, who ought to serve on such trials,”—-wherefore 
these two Acts are necessarily to be considered as two parts of 
one and the same law. ae 

This law, then, is NOT, as the Chief Justice observed, 
“merely for the protection of Jurymen,” but for the profection 
ikewise of defendants, liable to suffer from “ THE EVIL 
* PRACTICES” of “ CORRUPTING JURORS ;” a “ pro- 
** tection” of much higher importance than that noticed by his 
lordship. : : 

In the pending case of Mr. Dolby, a SPECIAL JURY had 
been struck, and ina MODE which 1, my Lord, have reason 
to remember, which Mr. Dolby well understands, and which in. 
duced the learned and virtuous Jeremy Bentham to write a book 
of 269 pages, entitled—* The Elements of the Art of Pack. 
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“ing, asapnlied to SPE CIAL JURTES, par ticularly in 
“ eases of Libel Law.” 

‘Among th: elements of this art it is well known, that matters _ 
are so ordered, that, cut of a comparatively very small number 
of inen, in Middlesex i in particular, as well as other counties in 
general, all | SPECIAL JURYMEN are arbitrarily selected or 
packed, by an Ostcer of the Crown, a practice carrying eor- 
ruption on the very face of it; insomuch that this select class 
of persons are familiarly known by the ignominious appellation | 
of “ Guineamen.”— Bentham, p. 28, 33, 34, 36, 82.. 

“This accounts for Mr. Scarlett’s motion for tlie « protection” 
of the defendant Dolby. And’ why was not Mr. Dolby to have | 
the “ protection” and benefit of an Act of Parliament, against 
the’ “ EVIL PRACTICE” of “ CORRUPTING JURORS,” ee 
as well ag Jur ymen against being “too frequently called upon ¢’ 

What could, on this oceasion, have brought Mr. Dolby into | 
the Court, unless it were the hope of escaping out of the toils of. 
him who, in the book of my friend Bentham, isso oft'and so. 
emphatically denomimated the “ Master Packer?” The same - 
to whom, after he had packed the Warwickshire pannel ‘in the 
case of myself and four others, In contempt of our ‘remon- 
strauces, I observed, in the presence of the nominal prosecu- 
tor, the Solicitor of the Treasury, that “what he had done 
‘amounted to a legal assassination of the defendants, and even 
“to an attempt at assassinating the Constitution of this country . 
*f assuring him that, if there remained i in the land either law or 
“Tu ice, ‘he showd hear of it again. 

When Mr. Dolby applied for the _ of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, one main recited intention of which was, to afford pro- 
téction against the “ EVIL PRACTICES of “CORRUPTING 
JURORS, ” and which expressly ‘‘enacted” a rotation of Jurors, 
ought he not to have had his motion promptly complied wit h? . 
If any human being can possibly doubt, that a wilful barefaced_ 
packing of 2 Jury carries on the very facé of it inveterate cor-° 
ruption, Iet him consult my friend Bentham’s book, Part I... 4 ; 
alse p. $3, 86, 112, 128, 129, 133, 135, ‘136, 137, 138, 152, 
160, 165, 169, 199, 200, 253. " 

Could there be a conceivable motive, other than a corrupt 
one, for the packing of a Jury, in God’s name let the “ Mas. 
ter Packer” have the benefit of any such metive that can be | 
assigned! But who can imagine the possibility of naming such — 
a‘motive? And who can imagine a reason consistent with law ” 
of equity, justice or humanity, why Mr. Dolby should not, on’ 
his aforesaid motion, have obtained « new Jury, that he might 

at least have had a chance of some Jurors who had not been 
vegularly trained in the — of the packing iniquity ? : 

Asa ‘justification for denying Mr. Dolby the benefit of this 
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Act of Parliament, to which its express enactments entitle hun, 
does the Court mean to say, that it is “not a statute but 2 cor- 4 
ruption?” No: for it tells him that it is a good statute for Mi 
protecting Jurymen. Does the Court infer, that the Act is. 
“not law,’ because it is ‘‘ contrary to the constitution and the H 
law of nature?’ No such thing: it allows it to be law for the it 
benefit of others, although not for Mr. Dolby. Does the Court: if! 
conclude, that through érror or misrecitals it is “ null and void,” . iN 
and to be “holden for nought?” “No: but still,'sq far as Mr. i 
Dolby, the defendant, is concerned, it does act as if the statute “dl 
were “null and void,” —it does in truth “ hold it for nought,” — ui 
and it does totally disregard its positive enactwents! The kind Hl 
interference of the Court, however, on the ground, thet the Act: | / 
was for ‘the mere protection of Jurymen” against ‘‘ too fre-: | 
quent attendances,” admirably served, by what is_ called, the 
Rule uf Contraries, to answer a good purpose to the ‘ Guines- 
men,” who happen to be of opinion that their “attendance”. Hi 
cannot be “ tuo’ frequent,” so long as a guinea for every cause Al 
be forthcoming! | Soy sheaf ara lenin 
Mr. Scarlett having noticed the regulations of the Act of the 
preceding year, respecting a rotation of Jurors, your Lordship’ 
is repotted to’ have said, “Those Acts (including both), as it’ 
appears to us, apply to the nomination of common Juries, Mr | 
Scarlett submitied, that they applied equally to SPECIAL JU- 1 
RIES.” Here I have to add, that, special, or not special, a { 
JURY for trial of a criminal accusation, i an original institu- | 
tion, coeval and co-ordinate with the Constitution itself; and, 
no modification intended to increase its usefulness, can exempt 
st'from such rules and sich precautions, for securing purity and_ 
iadependence, as have become sound law; among which rules 
andjprecautions we find rotation, for preventing Jurors being 
‘too frequently called upon:” while the “ neglects” and. 
‘‘ abuses,” which defeat the refation réquired by law, that’ 
Guineamen may receive the wages of sin (a practice of theirs 
that is as notorious as the noon-day sun), are of a character too’ 
disgraceful to receive countenance and “ grotection” from an‘ 
English Court of Justice. i | 
Ld. Chief Justice.-«'Vhe acts evidently apply to returns 
“* wade by the Sheriff, and not to SPECIAL JURIES.” ad 
Mr. S.—“ Did not mean to say the point was without 
** doubt.” dp. 


* The Court thought the matter admitted of xo doubt, and 
refused the rule.” : | " 

An opinion I know is entertained, that my friend Bentham 

| contributed to this decision, by his observations on the penning 
| of the Acts in question (of the 3 and 4 of Geo. HL.) *; but 
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* See the Elements of the Art of Packing. 
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observations tending only to expose the iniquity of those whe 
Srame mischief by a law, ought rather to have warned tbe 
Court against not making a proper distinction between the sound 
and the rotten parts of the law. 

Here, my Lord, if I mistake not, two things of importance 
may be seen; first, the correctness of the doctrine laid down ta 
my last letter, touching the duty of the sworn judges of the 
land to **administer”’—not error or corruption, not iniquity or 
mischief, but—“ justice to all men,” as far as it shall be prac- 
ticable; which, in the case before us, might have been done by 
granting Mr. Dolby the rule applie d for; and that, so far as 
those Judges might be interrupted in this course by “ defaults,” 
either in the blundering or insidious wording of statutes, or 
otherwise, they should *“ present the said defaults: unto the 
“king,” that, through the wisdom of parliament, “the king 
“ should provide remedy therein.” 

Secondly, That, by an application of the writer’s definition 
of the Constitution, whereby in effect our polity hath become 
that long-wished-for desideratun,—a_ written constitution, 
serving as a legal criterion for distinguishing between right and 
wrong, it is now become easily practicable, to separate in an 
act of parliament the good grain from the tares,—the wheat 
from the chaff; shewing how. far it is Lawful and right to carry 
the same into execution, and where we ought to stop. 

Allow me again to remark, that the two aforesaid statutes re- 
lating to Juries are nerely two parts of one and the same law ; 
and to add, that, notwithstanding the law-craft in penning the 
saine for imposing on the legislature, which craft Bentham has 
admirably dissected and exposed, an application of the erite- 
rion now furnished, would defeat, ina great deeree, the ini- 
quity intended, and enable the King’s Justices to suspend the 
evil operation of the erroneous part of tLe law, until a remedy 
should be provided. 

Now the most important part of the professed basis of this 
law is, the legislature’s infention to remedy the notorious EVIL 
PRACTICES used in CORRUPTING JOR!ES—and after- 
wards, in special reference to tle county of Afiddlesex, comes 
A positive and peremptory enactment, that, in that particular 
county, “no person shall be returned to serve as a Juror, at 
“any session, who has been returned to serve as a Juror in 
“ the two terms or vacations next immed tiately preceding ;” and 
every one in the smallest degree acquainted with the difference 
between the two classes of jurymen must be sensible, that the 
necessity of applying this er tctient 1 th e cise of uh le spec iad 
wenlry of the Guinea Corps, is of fifty times more weight, than 
m the ease of common Jury men ; heeaus se fifty tines ‘the Ct 
ruption and villainy will be thereby prevented, 
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Tam well aware of the particular words witch furnish & 
plausibility for diverting attention from the returas made by 
sheriffs to the sfrikings to be performed by the Master of ‘the 
Crown-office ; and any one who shall read Bentham’s “ £les 
« ments of the Artof Packing,” will perfectly understand the 
value of these words, as the scandalous trickery of insidious 
patrons of corruption, for betraying the iegislature wito a pro- 
fection of iniquity, while it imagined it was legislating to arrest 
the course of the “ many EVIL PRACTICES which had been 
“used in CORRUP TING JURORS,” which were its avowed 
objects, | 

When, therefore, evil and good—when wickedness ‘and: re- 
formation are found in the same statute, what is to be done? 
Shall Judges select the evil, and reject the good? Shall they 
protect the wickedness, and prevent the reformation ?!—God, in 
mercy to the land, forbid !—T again repeat, that no modihca- 
tion of Juries into Special Juries, under pretence of improve- 
iment, can divest thew of any part of their original character or 
function, or can exempt them from proper regulations, for a 
night administration of justice. Nothing can change their es- 
sential atinibutes, obligations, or liabilities. They are, and 
ever must continue to be, Juries, and equally partake the bene- 
fitof all law for preventing a perversion of them to the pur- 
poses of EVIL or CORRUPTION of any kind. 

Seeing that crafty corruptionists had introduced certain insi- 
dious words technically applicable only to Sheriff-returned 
Juries, and to hide their craft were obliged to leave in whole- 
some words applicable to ad/ Juries, the rule already laid down 
must be adhered to. We must consider what is insidious, or 
counteractive of the intended good, as errer; whatis whele- 
some, as intention; aud, as Plowden teaches, not act so imde- 
cently towards the legislature, as to imagine it capable of, ill 
Itention, Seeing that both error and eorruption are not law, 
Wherever in any statute they appear, they are to be ‘* holden 
*« for naught,” and the sound part only of the statute ta be 
carried into execution ; but, as [ have over and over-again .eb- 
served, itis the duty of “the Justices assigned to present unto 
“the King its defaults, that a remedy inay be provided.” 

Although Mr. Bentham’s book has some tendency to beget a 
persuasion that, until parliament itselfshall be constitutionally 
reformed, we are not to expect a radical reform in the courts of 
law ; in reference to which he feelisglv speaks of “ the contempt 
* the habitual and undisguised contempt—manifested by Judges 
* and other subordiate functionaries as towards the authority 
“of parliament” (yy. 245.) yet T cannot but trust, that, in 

rbedience to partfiament and allegiance to the constitution, as 
ipplicibte the consfrurue of stitutes, a topic largely treated 
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of in my 2nd Letter,— we may reasonably hope, that a diffusion 
of sound knowledge, and the influence of well-founded public 
opinion, (which in the Queen's case produced such powerful 
effects) will as powerfully operate in promoting the double re- 
formation so much wanting; namely, that which is to restore 
to us a constitutional origination of laws; and that which jis 
to seciire to us a constitutional application of them. | 
And as a dozen of Judges are Jikely to be more prompt in 
Jistening to reason and conscience m the performance of a well-- 
fined and easily-understood duty, to which they have been so- 
lemnly sworn; than some hundred members of parliament, in 
the performance of an ill-defined and less understood duty, to 
a conscientious performance of which they have not been 
sworn; so we must naturally expect, that, as soon as the public 
eye shall be seen to be upon the courts of law, their reforma- 
tion will commence! I have the honoug to be, &c. 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 


WASTE OF PUBLIC MONEY. 


TO SIR ISAAC COFFIN, M.P. 


Str,—I have not tle same motives, which it seems you have 
for concurring in the objectionable grant of money to the Duke 
of. Clarence ; and, therefore, I must take the liberty to ebject 
to that grant, as ill-timed, extravagant, and altogether aigiustih 
able, in the present situation of the country. . Your acknow- 
ledgment of favours received from his Royal Highness; and 
your consequent feelings of attachment to your pation, are Hr. 
serving of commendation, But whether your vote of the pub- 
lic money, in acquittance of the debt of private obligation, be 
deserving of praise, or at all justifiable, admits, I think, of 
great doubt. The real duty, Sir, of a member of parliament, 
however much in modern times it may be neglected or per- 
verted, is to see the public money strictly and economically ap- 
plied to public purposes: and however blunt and honest the 
declaration of your motives on this occasion, the honesty, at 
least, I fear is contined to the declaration; and as to prudence, 
that seems to have been beneath your consideration. No man, 
Sir, in the execution of a public trust, is justified in sacrificing 
justice to generosity : and, certainly, no man is justified in dis- 
charging a debt of personal obligation by a vote of money ont 
of those funds of which he is only a trustee. I observe, that some 
of the country papers who so conscientiously and disinterestedly 
de¥ote their columns to the support of the system pursued by 
the powers that be, have taken up your doctrine with great avi- 
dity: that England is happier, aad freer from distress, than 
any other nation in the world, because the labouring classes 
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‘in Notway cat bread made of the bones of fishes, bark, 
and rye: whereas, the same classes.in England, are. fed 
upon © standard wheaten bread, and ox beef.” One of these 
papers, which is now before me,, quotes this, as a triumphant 
answer, to all the distress and misery complained of m this 
country. It seems, therefore, necessary to remind you, and 
those who adopt your assertions, that you have not yet proved 
that bread, made of the materials you mention, isa proof of 
distress in Norway, and that itis so considered by its inhabi- 
tants. When you have done this, I would suggest for your 
consideratjon—whether it is fair, to compare the situation of 
Norway, which has never before been placed either in political 
or economical competition, with England? Is it, I ask you, 
deceut, consistent, or honest, or even politic, in those who 
are always boasting that the constitution and condition of Eng- 
land are “the envy and admiration of the world,” to.make 
a comparison of misery between her and the poorest country 
in Europe, on which (© found a proof, that England is still 
the happiest and freest country from distress in the world ? 
Surely, Sir Isaac, the comparison ought in justice to have 
been made, if made at all, with France; the country against 
,which England has, for the last twenty-five years, bent all 
the energies of her power and resources, and made such enor- 
“mous sacrifices of blood and treasure, in order to subdue 
and destroy: and for the accomplishment of which glorious 
objects, you are aware. that we now make daily and nightly 
‘boasts, and hold ‘annual festivals to celebrate. Do you not 
think, Sir Tsaac, that we had a right to expect, from a mag- 
nanimous advocate of the landed system which has produced 
such great national advantages, that he would have made his 
comparison with that country—and that country alone, to 
which we had for so many eventful years been opposed ; and 
over which, you and others assert we, at last, so glorious- 
Jy triumphed?) What! afraid, Sir Isaac, to compare. the 
igh, and towering situation of England, with that of the 
beaten, beggared, and bankrupt one of France. Oh,-fie, Sir 
Isaac! fie! Is it come to this at last, that the once lofty pre- 
tensions of “ INDEMNITY FOR THE PAST, AND SECURITY 
FOR THE FUTURE,” shall end in a degrading comparison 
made by the advocates of these pretensions themselves between 
England, in the boasted moment of her triumph, and such a 
country as Norway, in order to disprove the story of her dis- 
tresses. Alas! how are the mighty fallen! What a summing 
up for the use of the Lord Chancellor, at the next Pitt Club 
dinner, in lieu of his stale boast, that England has saved all 
site has got, by the Pitt system.” England is still happier and 
freer from distress than any other nation in the world; because 
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her labouring classes are not yet reduced to a kyel with the 
same classes in Norway, to eat bread made of the bones of 
fishes, bark, and rye. And because that happiness, and that 
freedom, will be best enjoyed by being monopolized, a British 
House of Commons can entertain a proposition for the enact- 
meut of a law, having for its object, TO CULCK by inusitatioss 
and restrictions, THE BREED CP ENGLISIOMEN, by making 
the strongest impulse of our nature, the indulgence of which 
has not only the sanction, but the crpress command of God, 
obedient to the dictum of the law of Parhameut. Pray, Six 
Isaac, have you ever heard, or read, of blasphemy, more atro- 
cious than this? For my part, Lam ata loss to conjecture what 
the Attorney General, and the Bridge Street Association of 
Worthies can be about. But this | know, that if ever such an 
impious law as this should be carried into effect with impupity 
in England, the whole doctrines of the Bible will thencefor- 
ward rest upon the mere sufferance of Parliament ; and may be 
abolished at pleasure.  In,conclusion, | suspect, Sir Isaac, 
from the apparent calibre of your talents as a Jegislatos, 
that you ure not destined to promotion, on account 
of those talents at least, through the stormy career of pariia- 
Meatary service; aud therefore you may thank your stars, that 
you have Jong since, met with a patron, in another line, Bore 
sited to your capacity, which has served your tura,, But what. 
ever imay have been your motive, jor aspiring to tbe characters, 
of@ British Jegisdator; you ought to remember, that sea;bub- 
bers on shore, are as much ont of their elemeut, and eftemas 
awkward aid dangerous ia thcir attempts at oilicious service, 
in tnatters beyond their capacity; as Jand-lubbers at sea, ma 
their efforts, to guide a vessel through the storm. And thal in- 
Jadicious friends, are often more to be dreaded, than the bit- 











terest ences, i ain, Sir, Yours, &c. | 
Petty, A TRUE BORN ENGLISH MAN. 
© e.ipe'o> 2 TO THE EDITOR. 


are chester Bastille, July 27. 
Sin,—The Committee of Magistrates have made their Report to 
the adjourned Quarter, Sessions, held here this morning for that 
purpose, relative Lo the inquiry that they made into the conduct of 
the ‘gaoler, upon the charges preferred before them by me. The 
Magistrates assembled at the adjourved Quarter Sessions, have 
come to a determination that Bridle has rendered himself unworthy 
to fillthe office of gaoler, and he is to be discharged accordingty. ' 
} am authorized to wake this communication by the Hieh Sheriff, ' 
Who has this moment conveyed me the information. . 
Your obedient servant, H. HUNT. 
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